
the seas stay waiting
poems and photographs of life on Hawai‘i Island

This poetry book provides a refreshing look at the wonders of a large island 
with a dramatic history, an indigenous culture connected to natural rhythms, 
and a precious (and quickly disappearing) ecosystem. Immerse yourself 
in the pleasures and the complexity of this fascinating place. Familiarize 
yourself with the Hawaiian language and art forms. A glossary translates 
the Hawaiian and Pidgin (Creole) found in poems. Enliven your imagination 
and senses through color photos and enjoy recounted special moments 
from a mélange of intertwined history, perspectives, and natural resources.

Book chapters:

•	 Ke Kai  The Sea
•	 Ka ‘Āina  The Land
•	 Pele  Goddess of Fire
•	 Ka Lewa  The Sky
•	 Ka Wai  Water
•	 Nā Pua  Flowers
•	 Ka Hula  Hula, the Hawaiian Dance
•	 Ka Nohona  Life on the Island
•	 Nā Hali'a  Fond Recollections

The author, Odette Rickert, has been drawn to the Hawaiian culture since childhood. Calling 
Hilo home since 2005, she studied hula for five years and attends classes in Hawai‘i's history, 
indigenous practices, and ‘ōlelo (language). Countless magical moments on the Big Island 
inspired Odette to share her observations and experiences through these poems and photographs.
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